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Collective Housing in the Dapperbuurt wagenaarsiraat, Amsterdam
Duinker and Van de Torre, 1988
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The development of the most open and flexible
floor plan possible has been the most important
theme in the design process from the beginning.
The residents preferred not to live in the tradi-
tional three or four room apartments where the
space did not flow continuously.

The open air stair hall was chosen to be ex-
pressed on the street fagade. The stair landings
are considered as extra public spaces to be used
by the residents. The stairs are protected against
the rain and the wind by a screen in the stairwell
and by a glass roof at the top. Because of the
openness of the public stairs on the fagade, a dy-
namic expression is given to the street where the
activity of the vertical circulation is made clearly
visible to the public.

The initial design idea for all the apartments
was to make the fagades as open as possible, thus
allowing the sun and light from both elevations
to filter in and this affect is further strengthened
by diagonal sight-lines made possible by the use
of corner windows. The three room apartment
plans are situated with the longer dimension
along the length of the fagade so as to take ad-
vantage of the light. There are three apartments
per floor and these are openly connected by a
single stair on the fagade.

The floor area of each apartment is devoted
as much as possible to living space. This idea
led to the efficient organization of the circula-
tion and services of the apartments. The toilet,
shower and kitchen are placed around a “wet
wall' in a compact core in the middle of the
apartment plan, around which wraps the light
and free flowing space. By using sliding parti-
tions, four separate rooms can be created. The
partitions themselves become completely hidden
when slid into their wall pockets.

The minimal width of the free flowing space
is 2.7 m thus enabling the residents to sitvate a
double bed, sitting area or eating area as they
wish. This freedom created by this open plan al-
lows the residents to arrange their own living
space to suit their own particular lifestyle. A
flexible apartment plan has thus been created so
that it is freely adaptable to meet the needs of
each individual resident.

Site Plan EME
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Location: Wagenaarstraat, Amsterdam
Completion date: 1988

Client: Gemeentelijk Woningbedrijf, Amsterdam
Floors: 5 storeys

Total number of housing units: 14 units
Average area of typical unit: 80 m?

Structure: Wall bearing construction

Architects: Duinker, van der Torre,
samenwerkende architekten

Project architects: Machiel Van der Torre,

Margreet Duinker
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